
 Mankwe meaning “mother leopard”

Mankwe Camping - Fact Sheet



The Mankwe campsites occupies a secret spot among the evergreen mopane trees in 
a 365 000 hectare private concession on the eastern boundary of Moremi Game 
Reserve. Mankwe, meaning ‘mother leopard’, o�ers privacy and safari comfort on the 
doorstep of the Okavango Delta.

Botswana’s expansive paradise runs wild around Mankwe’s Tented Retreat, where 
guests absorb the presence of birds and wildlife, day and night. 

Campers can join our team to relax at the swimming pool or buying drinks or meals at 
the main lodge while enjoying the tranquillity of Mankwe. Bird-life and wildlife are 
present around the unfenced camp at all times.

Our six sites, will be the best to start or end your journey in the Wilderness of 
Botswana. 
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Introduction
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At a Glance

Overlanding Campsites

• Each campsite can accommodate a maximum of 6-8 guests in one group and 3 or 4 
vehicles. Kindly take note that Mankwe Campsites does not have electricity and guests 
are required to be 100 % self-su�cient.
• Clean campsites with ablution which includes a bucket shower, flushing toilets and 
basin with running water and views of the bush. 
• Water can be heated on the fire for a hot shower. 
• Firewood is provided on the first night and is thereafter available for purchase at the 
Mankwe Tented Retreat reception. 
• Camping guests may enjoy the swimming pool, lounge, bar and dining area of 
Mankwe Tented Retreat.
• Please supply your own drinking water, as our tap water is brackish and not 
palatable.

Facilities

• Located on a 365 000 hectare private concession on the border of Moremi.
• Approximately 2 hours’ drive from Maun (92km).
• 5 campsites with own parking, private  ablution and fire-pit for your own boma fire.
• Campsites are secluded, o�ering privacy, and exclusive views of the bush.
• The main area of the lodge has a lounge, bar, free Wi-Fi and a dining tent that o�er 
services to our campers too. All meals to be booking 7 days in advance.
• Professional sta� and warm hosting making guests feel very comfortable .
• Unfenced camp with wildlife free to roam throughout.
• Ideal spot for safari circuit travelling Botswana and either starting or ending your 
journey with us.

ACTIVITIES WITH YOUR OWN VEHICLE 
(or Book full day or half day game drives at the lodge)
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Pop-up Campsites
• The Pop-up camp has six pitched safari tents with twin beds, includes all bedding.
• The Pop-up camp can accommodate a maximum of 12 guests in one group and 3 or 
4 vehicles. Kindly take note that Mankwe pop-up Camp does not have electricity and 
guests are required to be 100 % self-su�cient, however there are solar panels that 
provide power for the fridge.
• The Pop-up camp is also equipped with a safari kitchen area with a gas stove and a 
fridge, extra kitchen utensils not provided.
• Clean campsites with ablution which includes a bucket shower, flushing toilets and 
basin with running water and views of the bush. 
• Water can be heated on the fire for a hot shower. 
• Firewood is provided on the first night and is thereafter available for purchase at the 
Mankwe Tented Retreat reception. 
• Camping guests may enjoy the swimming pool, lounge, bar and dining area of 
Mankwe Tented Retreat.
• Please supply your own drinking water, as our tap water is brackish and not 
palatable.

Facilities

ACTIVITIES WITH YOUR OWN VEHICLE 
(or Book full day or half day game drives at the lodge)



Self-driving can be challenge depending on your level of experience. Wherever you 
are driving please respect wildlife, the environment and other drivers. Remember 
most accidents are a result of too much speed! You are meant to be enjoying a fun 
relaxing holiday so take your time, enjoy the journey and come home safely to tell us 
about your wonderful trip to Botswana. This section of information is a general 
guideline only – road conditions change constantly. 
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Self Driving

Tar Roads   The roads shown on the map are all tar roads passable all year in a 2wd 
vehicle, generally they are kept in good condition throughout the country with only a 
few potholes, tra�c is light and distances between fuel stations and toilet stops can be 
long so careful planning is required. 
Also bear in mind these areas are hot all year round so pay attention to tyre pressures 
– especially on well laden vehicles, if your vehicle is full of people and baggage tyre 
pressure and condition becomes much more important, then travelling long distances 
on hot roads can lead to tyre blow-outs, so check your tyre pressure is correct, and 
take regularly stops along the journey for the tyres, passengers and driver!  

Driving at night  Not recommended at all in Botswana (any part of the country) due 
to animals! Wild animals, cows, goats, chickens, dogs and even people are attracted to 
the road as night falls and often sleep on the road; many collisions occur with vehicles 
causing serious injury. If at all possible, arrive at your destination before sunset and if 
you set out before dawn, keep your speed down and keep a sharp eye out for objects 
on the road. We have never driven anywhere in Botswana without encountering 
animals on the road.  

Speed limits  Police are very vigilant about speeding. The speed limits are: 120km/h 
outside city limits 100km/h on approach to towns and village 60km/h passing towns 
and villages 30km/h in built up areas. Fines for speeding are instantly payable and in 
Pula, cash only (police will escort you to nearest cash exchange if required) Corruption 
and bribery is severely frowned upon as is drinking and driving in Botswana.  

Driving off road in Botswana  Whenever you leave the tar roads in Botswana you 
will mostly be going on to sandy tracks of varying quality; none are to be taken lightly 
and in all cases the condition of the road can change in a very short distance, so always 
proceed slowly. After rains, flooding of many o� road routes is common with many 
‘roads’ through parks and remote areas having water on them for much of the year. 
Pans can look dry but often there is water just beneath the surface. Even walking on 
them does not show this, but when a vehicle’s weight is applied it can sink quickly. A 
vehicle stuck in this way can be very di�cult to recover. Gravel roads around the 
country are usually dotted with sand patches so do not speed, however good the 
surface may seem.
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Waterlogged roads  It is advisable never to cross a waterlogged section if you are 
travelling in a single vehicle, if you get stuck there is no one to help, if with another 
vehicle then one vehicle at a time crosses, when the first has made it to the other side 
then the next vehicle proceeds. Also check the water depth and solidness of the 
ground by walking across first – but beware in all game parks (and in some areas 
outside reserves) there are wild animals including crocodiles, hippos, lions, hyenas so 
walking is not always safe!  

Moremi Game Reserve  All the roads in Moremi require a 4wd vehicle - the roads 
throughout the park are a combination of sand, clay, woodland, swamp and more 
sand. When it has rained or the water is at a high level (often caused by rain further 
north not rain in Botswana) the roads get very tricky and travelling with 4wd vehicles 
is recommended. The route from South gate to Third bridge is approximatively 50km 
(most western track) goes through Mopane woodland and gets very muddy in the 
rainy season and holds water for several weeks after rains. From December to May it 
may be standing water to cross, and after the water recedes it becomes thick sand in 
some patches (there are a couple of long stretches of muddy woodlands through 
mopane forests) as a guide it takes approximately 2 hours in the dry and 3.5 hours in 
the wet. The road through to Xakanaxa 43km (often referred to as the central route). 
This can be a very clay/sticky mud in the wet season but the best route in the dry 
season, with minimal deep sandy stretches. As a guide it takes approximately 2 hours 
in the dry, approximatively 5 to 6 hours in the wet season.  

South gate to the North gate 30km is fine in the dry with some deep sandy patches in 
the wet gets very sticky. Dry season approximately 50 mins and in the rainy season  
approximatively 2 hours. 



Mankwe Tented Retreat and Camping is located on the eastern edge of the Okavango 
Delta, renowned World Heritage Site in Botswana. The border of the Moremi Game 
Reserve lies a stone’s throw to the west of Mankwe, while Chobe National Park is 
slightly north, and Maun is barely two hours south, by road.

The lodge and campsites are nestled in a prime location in its own 365 000 hectare 
concession. This is a prestigious territory in the wild wonderland of Botswana, where 
the lack of fences allows for free-roaming wildlife, resident lions, an abundance of 
elephants, and incomprehensible room to explore.
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Location

How to get there
Mankwe Tented Retreat  is located only 92km from Maun, and is easily and a�ordably 
accessed by self-drivers from Maun Airport. Alternatively, a road transfer from the 
airport to the lodge can be arranged.

Self-drivers traveling from Maun: 
Wimpy (Maun), S19° 58.608' E23° 25.858' Get on Road and drive southeast, Turn 
left onto B334, Roundabout, 9.09 km from Wimpy, Take the 1st left onto  B334. 
Proceed through Shrobe, onto dirt road, until you cross the Bu�alo Vet Fence, 
1125m further, turn right at the dirt road fork. Proceed on this dirt road, pass 
Sankuyo village, keep straight till +- 6km, turn left at the sign, Mankwe Tented Re-
treat (approx 2km). Please report to reception - campers and lodge guests.

South Gate, Moremi to Mankwe Tented Retreat.  
 
Coming from South Gate, drive back from south gate towards the Bu�alo gate. 
However, before you reach bu�alo gate you turn left and follow the main road for 
25km to Sankuyo village. Our Mankwe Tented Retreat is signposted on the left 
hand side of the road, 5.5 km out of Sankuyo.  

Children of all ages are welcome at Mankwe camping, but parents are reminded 
that it is an unfenced camp and children are to be supervised at all times

Child Policy
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General Travel Information

Malaria
Before traveling, guests are encouraged to consult their local doctors on 
anti-malarial medication and preparation, however a repellent stick or spray is 
e�ective and should be utilized. 

Weather
The climate in Botswana brings very hot, dry seasons (September, October), and 
also very wet seasons (December-February). Winter (June, July, August) packs 
cold nights and mild, dry days, while November to February is hot and wet.
Temperatures in summer soar as high as 40°C bringing warm nights and humidity 
levels fluctuating between 50% and 80%. The average annual rainfall is 450mm and 
most of it falls between December and March in the form of heavy afternoon 
thunderstorms.
In contrast, the winter nights can drop to barely above freezing in the Delta and the 
desert, although daytime temperatures at this time of year are mild to warm.

Wildlife
Botswana is a wildlife paradise, with 
elephants roaming in high numbers, 
hippos occupying every waterway, 
bu�alo gathering in masses to drink from 
the waterholes, zebra migrations, red 
lechwe bounding through rivers, gira�e 
touching the tree tops, and warthogs 
shoveling the earth.

Moremi is a known wildlife hotspot, and 
is a protected area of the Okavango 
Delta. Lion, leopard, cheetah, wild dog, 
and spotted and brown hyena, are some 
of the top predator species that are 
frequently seen.

The bird-life in Botswana is no exception 
to the fantastic collection of wild 
creatures that call this country home. The 
many waterways of the Okavango Delta 
and Moremi create a habitat for many 
water birds, while raptors soar overhead, 
and melodious larks disguise themselves 
in the scrub.
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What to Pack
When packing for a safari, always put comfort and practicality ahead of style. 
Avoid bright colors and white, which on most safaris, will not stay white for long. 
Try to blend into the landscape with animal-friendly greens and khakis. Never dress 
in camouflage clothing, which is associated with the military.  Black and dark blue 
should be avoided, as both colors are known to attract tsetse flies.
Light, breathable fabrics are most comfortable in tropical Africa. Bring 
long-sleeved shirts and long pants to wear during dusk and dawn, when biting 
insects appear, and temperatures can be chilly. You will not need formal attire on 
safari. 

•The climate in Botswana brings very hot, dry seasons and also very wet seasons. 
Winter (June, July, August) packs cold nights and mild, dry days. Depending on 
what time of year you travel, you will need certain essentials.
• Throughout the year, we recommend packing lightweight, neutral-colored 
clothing with short sleeves.
•The African sun is harsh from every angle - Bring sun protection in the form of 
sunblock, sun hats (Soft broad-brimmed hat), and glasses. 
•Scarfs, jackets and gloves are needed for early mornings on the game viewers. 
This is particularly useful for early mornings and winter travel.
•Comfortable walking shoes (ankle support recommended for walking safaris) are 
essential and a warm top (fleece) – This is good for around the fire in the evenings. 
•Bring along cameras, binoculars and recording gadgets to keep a record of the 
many wildlife sightings.

Remember to pack your sense of wander, because it helps to put our wilderness 
into perspective. It remind us that we are finite and part of something greater than 
we realize.



Contact Details

Reservations
+27 60 862 4057

reservations@mankwesafari.com o�ce@wab.co.bw
+267 73 358 913

Maun Office
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